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the Congress. A practising lawyer may become a Congressman; he
cannot be called a non-co-operator. He cannot and should not,
therefore, be on the All-India Congress Committee. Similarly one
who does not wear hand-spun and hand-woven khaddar or a title-
holder or a Councillor may not be called non-co-operator though all
these may be Congressmen.
But not only do I think that a Congressman is not bound by
the resolutions which he does not approve of, he is also entitled
always to go beyond the Congress resolutions, provided that he does
not violate the creed and if he does not act in the name of the
Congress. Supposing that the restrictions put by the Congress do
not suit a particular province, that that province has even voted
against them, that that province finds that it can look after itself,
it has every right to go forward and justify its rebellion by success.
The Congress only finds the highest common factor, but it may
conceivably be far short of the requirements of a particular province.
That province may, if it has confidence and if it is not likely to
jeopardize any Congress interest, certainly go on with its own
programme on its own responsibility and at the-risk of a vote of
censure from the Congress. This, in my opinion, is what the spirit
of democracy requires. What I have stated is an illustration of
domestic civil disobedience. Thus and thus only shall we save
ourselves from false idolatry,
FOR KHILAFAT COMMITTEES
I continue to receive complaints from many quarters that the
Khilafat members do not comply with the conditions of the Con-
gress pledge for volunteers and that they raise religious objections.
I venture to point out that all the religious objections were considered
by distinguished Ulemas at the Congress and the pledge was framed
in consultation with them. I would, therefore, urge Khilafat
Committees to give their full co-operation to the Congress. Indeed,
every Mussulman who belongs to a Khilafat Committee should
deem it his duty to belong also to the Congress. There can be
only one national organization. That organization is the Con-
gress, and Mussulmans should make it as much their own as the
Hindus. That is the least required to demonstrate Hindu-Muslim
unity.
KHADDAR INDISPENSABLE
I regeret to find that Jamiet-ul-Ulema1 has sent the Working
Committee a pledge for the volunteers which is highly unsatisfactoy.
1 A religious organization of Muslims